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The  President’s  Message 

By  Anthony  Swiatek 

a*1  •/ 


GREETINGS  FELLOW  SOCIETY  MEMBERS  AND  ALL  WHO  READ 

THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL 

Received  the  following  letter  from  Mike  R. 

Mr.  Swiatek,  I  estimated  that  the  price  for  a  strictly  graded  MS-65  1915  S  Panama  Pacific  $50 
Octagonal  hall  dollar  was  about  $133,000.  Can  you  tell  me  why  two  individual  pieces  sold 
recently  for  $115,000  each?  DID  I  PAY  TOO  MUCH  FOR  MY  COIN? 

Mike,  the  $133,000  figure  is  correct  for  a  strictly  graded  MS-65  example.  Yes,  there  were  two 
MS-65  Octagonal  pieces  which  recently  sold  for  $115,000  each.  Why  the  price  discounts?  The 
dealers  needed  cash.  They  knew  that  both  pieces  were  lacking  proper  eye  appeal  for  the  MS-65 
rating  and  were  somewhat  optimistically  graded.  The  latter  two  words  are  the  key  words!  They 
were  really  MS-64+  quintuple  eagles  at  best  which  for  whatever  reason  —  were  house  in  MS-65 
holders!  Both  dealers  were  glad  to  no  longer  have  these  coins  in  their  inventory. 

We  can  refer  to  a  coin  as  being  a  low  end  MS-65  example.  In  this  scenario,  these  coins  are  really 
MS-64  +  PIECES.  Mentally  compare  the  aforementioned  MS-65  to  a  college  grade  of  B-  (not 
worth  $133,000),  instead  of  the  higher  B  grade  which  would  be  a  coin  solid  or  right  on  for  the 
rating  ($133,000).  We  call  a  coin  a  B+  or  premium  quality  coin  when  it  is  exceptionally  attractive 
for  the  issue  and  could  possible  be  upgraded  to  a  low  end  MS-66.  In  my  opinion,  the  said 
$115,000  coins  that  I  have  seen  at  the  JANUARY  2010  FUN  CONVENTION  in  Florida  are  worth 
approximately  $95,000  in  this  market.  Octagonal  coins  graded  strict  or  solid  MS-65  with  eye 
appeal  will  bring  $133,000. 

Digressing,  the  US  Mint  has  informed  us  that  the  total  production  figure  for  the  BOY  SCOUTS 
OF  AMERICA  COMMEM  DOLLAR  WILL  BE  350,000.  Should  be  well  promoted.  Cannot  hurt 
to  buy  a  quantity  of  this  special  issue  that  you  feel  comfortable  with  EARLY  and  sell  a  desired 
amount  into  the  market  hype. 

Spring  is  beginning.  Hope  you  enjoy  it  in  peace.  May  life's  blessings  cross  your  trail  as  you 
journey  life's  path. 


Ai/utkot/vy  J.  <Swlflt£te 
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TVal  Mai,. 


From:  Donald  Ensley 


Hi  Gary, 

I  have  a  set  of  Commemorative  Trail  books  for  sale,  from  1991  Fall/Winter  volume  7  #3  to  2008 
volume  25  #3  (52  copies)  someone  may  be  interested  in. 

I  just  returned  from  a  4-part  bypass  of  my  heart  and  would  like  to  find  someone  that  may  be  in  to 
Com.  Trails.  I  think  they  would  be  worth  $100.00. 

Ex-member  #2050 
Donald  Ensley 

Editor’s  Note:  If  interested,  Don  can  be  reached  at  donalde@iserv.net 


suscc  s.e.c'T&tw'f'*  f 

A  gig  {,o  {Me  Pollowi^g  uew  sus.cc  Members  © 

R-4032  Shawn  Seale,  CA 
R-4033  Tim  Paternoster,  AZ 

R-4034  Don  Sterne,  OK 


R-3090  Peter  Arata,  GA 

R-3097  Charles  Ziegler,  FL 


SUSCC  Mfi«Ab£irs.  wW o  Ia2V£  i/\0f  yef  ce^{,  iw  -fUeiir  2-0(0  Ou.es 

Please  pay  your  SUSCC  dues  for  2010  if  you  have  not  yet  done  so. 
Dues  notices  and  2010  membership  cards  were  mailed  out  in  January! 


3 


BEING  THERE... 


STONE  MOUNTAIN 

& 

THE  STONE  MOUNTAIN 

COMMEMORA  TIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 


By  Darrin  Dayton  R-3048 


Some  years  ago,  I  met  my  father  in  Atlanta  for  a 
mini  vacation.  It  was  my  first  time  visiting  that 
city,  which  is  so  rich  in  history  and  culture.  One 
of  the  places  recommended  for  us  to  go  see  was 
Stone  Mountain  Park.  Stone  Mountain  is  said  to 
be  about  1,600  feet  high  and  perhaps  the  largest 
piece  of  exposed  granite  in  the  world.  I’d  never 
heard  of  it  before  but  it  sure  sounded  interesting! 
So  we  took  the  bus  there  and  toured  the  grounds. 


We  visited  the  museum  with  its  information  on 
the  history  of  the  mountain  and  various  artifacts 
found  there.  We  also  walked  into  an  old 
Antebellum  plantation  which  I  loved,  and 
wandered  through  a  farmyard  with  several 
historic  buildings  from  all  over  Georgia.  One  of 
the  most  fun  things  was  the  train  ride  which  took 
us  all  around  the  base  of  the  mountain  as  we 
enjoyed  some  interesting  scenery,  period 
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buildings  and  costumed  people. 

Then  we  headed  for  higher  ground  as  we 
boarded  the  Swiss  cable  car  and  took  the 
exciting  ride  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The 
scenery  was  stunning  as  we  left  the  greenery  of 
the  park-like  setting  for  the  grey-stone  summit. 
At  the  top  we  had  time  to  walk  all  around  and 
see  glimpses  of  the  park  below  and  the  skyline 
of  Atlanta  in  the  distance.  Walking  around  up 
there  with  its  uneven,  crater-like  surface 
reminded  me  of  what  it  might  be  like  walking  on 
the  moon.  At  certain  points  all  you  could  see 
was  the  stone  surface  under  your  feet  as  far  as 
you  looked. ..and  the  sky  above.  An  other 
worldly  feel,  to  say  the  least! 

As  interesting  and  fascinating  as  our  little  "moon 
walk’  was,  the  real  highlight  of  the  park  was,  of 
course,  the  relief  carving  of  three  Civil  War 
Confederate  figures  (Robert  E.  Lee,  Stonewall 
Jackson  and  Jefferson  Davis),  riding  on  their 
horses,  which  is  carved  out  of  one  side  of  the 
granite  mountain.  They  claim  it  is  the  largest 
relief  carving  in  the  world.  It  was  quite  amazing 
to  gaze  at  this  ‘picture  in  stone’  carved  out  of  the 
side  of  a  mountain.  Then  to  imagine  how  they 
accomplished  such  a  feat  in  the  first  place. 
Gutzon  Borglum,  one  of  the  major  persons 
involved  with  the  project  was  also  one  of  the 
main  figures  in  the  Mount  Rushmore  project. 
Stone  Mountain  was  surely  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  places  I’ve  ever  been! 


While  you  may  never  visit  Stone  Mountain  in 
person,  you  can  acquire  the  vastly  smaller 
depiction  of  it,  by  adding  the  1925  Stone 
Mountain  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  to  your 
coin  collection.  Unlike  its  huge  granite 
counterpart,  some  1 .3  million  coins  were  minted, 
making  for  a  relatively  inexpensive  purchase  ice 
of  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  MS-65. 

The  Stone  Mountain  carv  ing  is  not  only  unique 
and  significant  because  of  its  creative 
accomplishment,  but  also,  because  of  the 
sentiments  of  at  least  one  of  its  subjects.  General 
Robert  E.  Lee,  who  spoke  these  humble  and 
wise  words:  I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I 
hear  of  confidence  expressed  in  me.  I  know  too 
well  my  weakness,  that  our  only  hope  is  in 
God....  In  all  my  perplexities  and  distresses,  the 
Bible  has  never  failed  to  give  me  light  and 
strength. 

May  we  as  21st  Century  Americans,  consider 
the  wisdom  of  this  19th  Century  figure,  and  so 
many  of  our  Founding  Fathers  who  would  agree 
with  him.  And  whether  by  gazing  upon  Lee’s 
figure  carved  in  granite,  or  upon  our  little 
commemorative  coin  with  his  depiction  on  it,  let 
us  always  remember  where  America's  true  hope 
lies,  and  where  we  can  go  to  find  true  wisdom 
and  strength.  4» 
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A  BftJEF  HISTORY  OF 

STONE  MOUNTAIN 

AH‘D  THE 

Confederate  Memorial 


S 


DESCRIPTION  OF  MOUNTAIN 

TONE  MOUNTAIN,  located  16  miles  East  of  Atlanta,  is  the  largest  solid 
block  of  granite  in  the  world. 


It  is  the  most  profound  geologic  phenomenon  in  the  United  States  East 
of  the  Rockies  and  surpasses  anything  of  its  kind  yet  known  in  grandeur. 

It  is  a  bare  mass  of  flawless  stone  jutting  nearly  2,000  feet  into  the  air. 
In  shape  it  resembles  a  capital  letter  “D,”  the  north  side  being  the  straight 
side  of  the  mountain. 

It  measures  more  than  seven  miles  in  circumference  at  its  base,  with 
nearly  twenty-five  million  square  feet  of  exposed  granite. 

Its  steepest  side,  a  sheer  precipice,  bulges  forward  near  the  center  and 
faces  Northward  and  on  it  is  being  carved  in  solid  granite  the  greatest 
memorial  to  the  Confederacy. 

AGE  OF  MOUNTAIN 

Here  in  the  midst  of  the  Piedmont  Plateau  rises  this  great  grey  granite 
boss.  Its  age  is  easier  to  comprehend  by  comparison  than  in  years  of  geologic 
time.  Stone  Mountain  had  passed  through  millions  of  years  of  its  life  history 
before  the  Island  Empire  of  England  was  formed;  before  the  Alps,  the 
Rockies,  the  Pyrennes  and  the  Himalayas  were  conceived. 

WEIGHT  OF  MOUNTAIN 

Stone  Mountain  carries  above  the  Piedmont  Plain  level  more  than  seven 
and  cne-half  billion  cubic  feet  of  granite,  its  weight  628  million  tons.  If  the 
granite  in  sight  was  loaded  in  40-ton  freight  cars,  it  would  require  over 
10  million  cars  to  carry  it  and  they  would  reach  two  and  one-half  times 
around  the  world. 

CONCEPTION  OF  CARVING 

Standing  atop  of  this  relic  of  antiquity  and  considering  its  probable 
future  life,  one  comes  to  some  knowledge  of  the  world  eternal — thinking 
along  this  train  of  thought  as  the  mists  of  grey  were  rising  on  dawn,  a  true 
daughtei  of  the  South — Mrs.  Helen  Plane — felt  the  impulse  of  a  bygone 
day,  as  she  pictured  on  the  mountain  in  relief  the  rebel  hosts  marching 
from  the  Appomattox  of  defeat,  facing  the  rising  sun  of  the  East  in  the 
glorious  light  of  eternal  day. 
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Her  conception  of  the  carving  was  sponsored  bv  John  Temple  Graves  as 
as  early  as  1900— with  great  difficulty  she  finally  interested  the  United  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  Confederacy.  The  Venable  family,  who  owned  the  mountain,  gave 
the  necessary  space  to  them  in  1916.  A  clause  was  inserted  that  if  the  work 
was  not  completed  in  twelve  years,  it  reverted  to  them. 


BEGINNING  OF  WORK 

Owing  to  America’s  entry  into  the  World  War,  nothing  was  done  until 
1922,  when  the  U.  D.  C.  employed  Gutzon  Borglum  and  he  submitted  a  design 
of  the  Confederate  High  Command.  It  was  enthusiastically  accepted,  and  he 
was  authorized  to  commence  carving  it  in  the  living  granite  of  the  mountain. 

The  U.  D.  C.  went  to  work  to  raise  the  necessary  funds.  The  idea  imme¬ 
diately  captured  the  imagination  of  the  entire  country — the  North  and  the 
South  buried  the  final  dregs  of  bitterness,  donations  poured  in  from  every 
point  in  the  United  States. 

As  a  final  gesture,  the  U.  S.  Government  authorized  the  minting  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  “Confederate  Memorial  Half  Dollars,”  that  were  to 
be  sold  at  a  premium  to  help  carry  on  the  work. 

The  coin  minted  in  1925  bears  the  legend:  “To  commemorate  the  valor 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  South  ”  This  bill  passed  both  houses  without  a  single 
dissenting  vote. 

The  sale  of  these  coins  throughout  the  United  States  was  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  examples  of  the  absolute  lack  of  any  sectional  feeling. 

And  so  with  funds  in  hand,  Borglum  started  work  on  the  Mountain.  This 
was  in  1923.  His  original  scale  of  figures-  was  based  on  a  rule  usually  used 
in  Court  House  Clock  Construction — that  for  every  eight  feet  of  elevation, 
increase  the  dial  one  foot.  By  this  scale  the  figure  of  Lee  on  horseback  36 
feet  high  should  have  been  readily  recognized  from  the  road  bed  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  distant.  A  picture  this  size  was  lowered  into  place.  It  looked  ridic¬ 
ulous.  The  relative  size  of  the  picture  to  the  mountain  resembled  a  postage 
stamp  on  a  barn  door.  The  size  that  had  to  be  used  to  make  such  details 
as  the  stars  on  the  collar  visible  was  appalling — from  the  top  of  Lee’s  head 
to  the  horse’s  hoof  178  feet,  the  height  of  a  sixteen  story  building,  and  the 
rest  of  the  design  in  proportion. 


CANCELLATION  OF  BORGLUM  CONTRACT 
EMPLOYMENT  OF  LUKEMAN 

Borglum  and  the  Memorial  Association  began  to  bicker  and  in  1925  his 
contract  was  cancelled.  Borglum,  on  being  notified  of  his  dismissal,  destroyed 
all  of  his  plans  and  working  models. 

The  Association  immediately  set  about  to  name  his  successor;  in  April, 
1925,  Augustus  Lukeman  was  named  to  succeed  Borglum.  For  professional 
reasons,  Borglum’s  start  was  removed,  and  on  September  15,  1926,  work 
was  begun  by  the  Stone  Mountain  Granite  Corporation,  as  contractors,  to 
carve  the  central  group  under  Lukeman’s  supervision. 

This  group  consists  of  President  Davis,  General  Lee  and  Stonewall 
Jackson,  and  is  only  a  unit  of  the  gigantic  sculptured  whole. 
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DIFFICULTIES  OF  WORK 


To  get  equipment  to  work  with  placed  approximately  400  feet  above  the 
plane  surrounding  it,  was  the  first  step.  This  was  done  by  lowering  men  over 
from  the  top  in  leather  slings.  Holes  were  bored  into  the  mountain  two  feet 
deep  and  a  steel  bolt  inserted,  melted  sulphur  was  poured  around  this  to 
keep  water  from  freezing  at  the  base  of  the  bolt,  and  starting  a  crack.  The 
walkway  was  built  from  the  top  down. 

The  next  step  was  to  outline  the  figures  on  the  mountain.  After  a  great 
deal  of  experimenting  a  lens  was  developed  for  a  projection  machine.  It  was 
mounted  on  the  road  bed  and  on  dark  nights  a  picture  of  the  design  was 
thrown  against  the  face  of  the  mountain.  Men  were  lowered  from  the  top 
to  outline  the  figures  in  white  paint.  This  was  not  a  satisfactory  method, 
as  the  picture  skipped  the  lower  places  on  the  surface  of  the  mountain  and 
when  the  outline  was  drawn  it  was  distorted.  This  plan  was  rejected. 

The  next  plan  was  to  place  it  there  by  making  plaster  models  that  were 
multiplied  by  the  carver  and  the  work  cut  to  scale.  This  brought  out  two 
more  difficulties — first,  that  the  sun  shone  on  the  work  only  a  few  minutes 
daily,  so  the  depth  of  relief  had  to  be  governed  for  half-tone  lighting.  Sec¬ 
ond,  that  from  the  road  bed  to  Lee's  head  is  approximately  40  degrees,  to  the 
horse’s  hoof  60  degrees.  This  made  necessary  the  imperceptible  loss  of  20 
from  head  to  hoof.  These  and  hundreds  of  other  difficulties  were  mastered. 


SIZES  OF  CARVING 

The  central  group,  consisting  of  Davis,  Lee  and  Jackson,  is  to  be  worked 
out  as  a  unit,  then  Memorial  Hall  will  be  cut  into  the  face  of  the  Mountain. 

The  specifications  required  to  oveicome  the  relative  size  of  the  mountain 
are  unbelievable.  From  Lee’s  head  to  the-  horse’s  hoof  will  be  approximately 
one  hundred  thirty  feet,  the  height  of  a  ten-story  building.  From  the  top  of 
the  head  to  the  tip  of  his  beard  will  be  twenty  feet.  The  nose  five  feet.  His 
sword  will  be  forty-seven  and  one-half  feet  long  and  four  and  one-half 
feet  wide;  and  would  weigh,  if  detached,  about  sixty  tons.  From  the  tip  of 
the  horse’s  ear  to  the  tip  of  the  tail  will  be  one  hundred  and  forty-one  feet. 
The  saddle  blanket  three  feet  thick.  The  stars  on  his  collar  are  as  broad 
as  the  shoulders  of  a  stalwart  man.  A  man  standing  on  a  line  with  the  hoof 
would  be  unable  to  reach  the  fetlock.  The  horse’s  ear  is  three  feet  wide  and 
twelve  feet  long,  and  as  a  publicity  feat,  the  Governors  of  the  Confederate 
States  were  served  a  luncheon  on  Lee's  shoulder.  There  were  thirty  guests 
present,  nineteen  seated,  eleven  others  that  no  seat  could  be  prepared  for. 
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Upon  the  completion  of  these  three  colossal  figures,  the  next  phase  of 
the  work  will  be  the  Memorial  Hall,  which  is  to  be  hewn  into  the  mountain 
about  35  feet  above  the  surrounding  plane.  It  is  to  be  an  immense  semi¬ 
circular  shrine  quarried  out  of  the  solid  rock  immediately  underneath  the 
central  groups;  across  the  front  will  be  a  colonnade  of  columns  undetached 
from  the  mountain;  around  the  interior  will  be  cut  thirteen  columns  repre¬ 
senting  the  States  of  the  Confederacy.  In  the  center  of  the  hall,  left  un¬ 
detached,  will  be  a  massive  block  of  granite  to  be  carved  into  the  image  of 
a  woman,  symbolizing  the  devotion  of  the  women  of  the  Confederacy.  This 
statue  will  be  25  feet  high. 

The  approach  to  the  entrance  of  Memorial  Hall  will  be  by  a  flight  of 
granite  steps  from  a  plaza.  In  front  of  the  plaza,  a  lagoon  or  mirror  lake, 
will  reflect  the  classic  columns  and  stupendous  sculptures  high  above  on 
the  precipice.  Nowhere  on  earth  can  such  a  shrine  or  such  sculpture  be 
duplicated,  because  nowhere  else  exists  such  a  mountain. 

COMPARISON  OF  SIZES  WITH  OTHER  SCULPTURE 

A  comparison  of  sizes  of  the  sculpture  with  the  world’s  largest  pieces 
is  interesting. 

First,  in  the  nature  of  stone — this  is  granite — the  most  difficult  of  all 
stone  to  cut,  and  the  most  durable.  The  others  are  in  much  softer  material. 
Second,  this  work  is  cut  from  the  mother  lode;  practically  all  other  carvings 
are  cut  in  sections  and  assembled.  The  Sphinx  of  sandstone  is  not  one-third 
as  tall  as  the  figures.  The  lion  of  Lucerne  is  limestone  and  is  one-fifth  as 
long  as  “Old  Traveler,”  Lee’s  horse.  Lincoln,  the  largest  figure  in  America, 
is  eighteen  feet  high  and  cut  in  marble.  General  Lee  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  feet,  nearly  eight  times  as  large. 


ESTIMATED  TIME  AND  COST  NECESSARY  TO  COMPLETE 

In  removing  the  original  work  and  shaping  it  to  its  present  condition, 
there  is  approximately  one  hundred  twelve  million  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  granite  piled  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  that  has  been  cut  from 
around  the  figures. 

The  estimated  time  to  complete  the  entire  project  is  fourteen  years  of 
steady  work  at  a  cost  of  five  million  dollars. 

Today  Lee  stands  out  majestically  against  the  face  of  the  mountain.  He 
is  complete  to  the  waist,  his  horse  is  roughed  in;  Jefferson  Davis  is  readily 
recognized,  and  Stonewall  Jackson  and  his  horse’s  head  and  neck  is  roughed 
in.  Engineers  estimate  this  group  can  be  completed  in  18  months. 

The  property  under  the  original  deed  from  the  donors  reverted  to  them; 
and  they  gave  one-half  interest  to  the  City  of  Atlanta  and  are  planning  to 
give  the  other  50  per  cent  to  the  State.  This  will  legalize  the  appropriation 
already  made. 


Write  P.  0.  Box  293,  Stone  Mountain,  Ga., 
for  Prices  of  Souvenirs  and  Pictorial  Views 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Mount  Rushmore  National  Memorial  Commission 

Rapid  City,  South  Dakota 


December  12,1936 


Dear  Mr.  Hedman:- 


You  are  quite  right,  I  brought  to  bear  upon  the  coin 


such  symbolism  as  facts  permit  and  on  the  obverse  you  will  notice  Lee 
and  Jackson  are  in  full  military  uniform  and  in  the  field  mounted  and 
ever  them  I  have  inserted  the  inscription  "In  God  w#  Trust",  according 
them  the  sincerity  which  no  one  could  denj^*  Robert  E.Lee  or  Stonewall 
Jackson.  You  will  notice  that  I  have  used  the  thirteen  stars  which 
represented  the  thirteen  states  that  declared  for  the  right  to  self 
determination  against  George  the  Third  and  again  there  were  thirteen 
states  or  thirteen  stars  that  rebelled  against  the  Union. 


The  eagle  in  the  south  is  perched  on  Stone  Mountain. 


The  symbolism  her#  signified  that  the  memorial  to  the  Confederacy  was 
created  by  the  nation  as  a  whole. 


I  hope  this  somewhat  meets  what  was  in  your  mind.  You 


will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  Mount  Rushmore  work  is  progressing  splen- 
didly. 


Sincerely  yours, 
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1937  Battle  of  Antietam 


By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  For  Issue:  To  commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  of 

the  September  17th,  1862,  Battle  of 
Antietam,  the  bloodiest  one-day  battle  of 
the  Civil  War,  where  25,000  soldiers  lost  their 
lives  near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland. 

Authorization:  Authorized  per  Act  of  June  24th,  1937  with  a 
maximum  of  50,000  pieces. 


Official  Sale  Price:  $1 .65 


Production  figures 


Date 

Business 

Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

1937 

50,000 

28 

4? 

32,000 

18,000 
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Current  market  values 


Date 

AU-5  8 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1^37 

$600 

$680 

$730 

$785 

$825 

$1 125 

$1,600+ 

Designs  by  William  Marks  Simpson 
Obverse 

Depicted  are  the  profiles  of  General  George  B.  McClellan,  the  Union  Army’s 
exceptional  organizer  and  trainer  of  troops,  and  the  distinguished  Confederate  General 
Robert  E.  Lee,  in  uniform,  facing  left.  Below  their  busts  are  their  ranks  and  names.  "United 
states  of  America”  arcs  above;  “half  dollar”  below.  "In  god  we  trust”  is  under 
McClellan’s  chin,  while  "liberty”  is  behind  Lee’s  neck.  To  the  right  of  the  words  “half 
dollar”  are  three  stars  representing  Lee’s  rank  as  General  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
while  to  the  left  are  two  stars  representing  McClellan’s  rank  as  Major  General  in  the 
Union  Army.  Near  Lee’s  shoulder  and  partly  in  the  field  appear  the  designer's  initials 
"WMS”,  in  monogram,  in  relief. 


Reverse 

Portrayed  is  designer  Simpson’s  perspective  of  Burnside  Bridge  over  the  Antietam  Creek. 
It  was  constructed  in  1836  by  John  Weaver  at  a  cost  of  $2,300.  We  can  note  that  the 
fury  of  the  Battle  of  Antietam  was  centered  about  the  possession  of  the  bridge,  later 
named  after  General  Burnside  of  the  Union  Army.  Militarily  speaking,  this  bridge  was  the 
central  point  for  the  troops’  flanking  attack  on  the  southern  edge  of  Sharpsburg.  When 
Burnside’s  men  finally  crossed  this  structure  (with  its  12-foot  wide  road  bed)  that 
important  high  ground  looking  down  on  the  city  was  eventually  won.  Below  the  bridge 
in  small  letters  are  the  words:  “the  burnside  bridge,  September  1 7,  1862”.  At  the  left  of  the 
bridge  appears  a  group  of  trees,  while  a  single  tree  is  located  to  the  right  of  the  bridge. 
Above  the  trees  is  “E  pluribus  unum". 

Encircling  the  border  in  large  letters  interspersed  by  small  triangles  is  the  inscription 
"seventy  fifth  anniversary  battle  of  antietam”.  At  the  six  o’clock  position,  we  find  the  date 
1937. 


Origins  of  the  Antietam 

A  leaflet  which  contained  a  description  of  the  Antietam  commemorative  half  dollar 
plus  a  short  history  of  the  battle,  as  well  as  an  application  for  purchasing  the  coin  at 
$1 .65  each,  was  distributed  by  the  Washington  County  Historical  Society  of  Hagerstown, 
Maryland.  Park  W.  T.  Loy,  Chairman  of  the  Society  and  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
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Antietam  Celebration  Commission,  believed  that  because  of  this  issue,  the  worldwide 
fame  of  General  Lee  and  the  honored  place  of  General  McClellan  would  always  be 
held  in  out  national  history. 

It  was  the  objective  of  the  sponsoring  agency  to  have  the  Antietam  commemorative 
pass  directly  into  the  hands  of  interested  citizens  and  private  collectors,  thereby 
avoiding  the  possibility  of  much  speculation.  Anticipating  that  the  half  dollar  would  be 
ready  for  distribution  on  or  before  August  1 sf,  1 937,  the  Society  was  disappointed  when 
the  50,028  half  dollars  were  not  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  until  some  10  days 
later.  The  first  piece  struck  was  given  to  President  Roosevelt  on  August  1 2th  according  to 
the  Washington  Post. 

The  Washington  County  Historical  Society  wanted  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  speculation, 
as  previously  noted.  Paradoxically,  any  individual  could  purchase  whatever  quantity  of 
the  Antietam  desired,  as  long  as  the  proper  amount  for  each  half  was  enclosed! 
Unfortunately,  it  was  during  this  time  that  a  sharp  decline  in  interest  for 
commemoratives  started  to  take  hold.  Thus,  the  Antietam  issue  was  not  sold  out;  32,000 
pieces  were  returned  to  the  Mint  for  melting,  leaving  us  with  a  total  mintage  of  only 
18,000  coins! 

The  Congressional  Act  of  June  24th,  1937,  which  authorized  the  Antietam  striking  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  Act  approved  in  1 937  for  which  fhere  is  an  issue  dated  1 937 
and  produced  in  that  year.  (The  Roanoke  commemorative  is  also  dated  1937. 

However,  it  was  authorized  on  June  24th,  1 936.) 


The  Antietam  Today 

Since  few  Antietam’s  were  used  as  pocket  pieces,  collectors  of  such  circulated  coins 
will  have  a  difficult  time  obtaining  them.  Such  accounts  for  its  AU-58  condition.  Those 
issues  which  are  fully  lustrous,  but  have  slight  friction  on  the  high  points  are  usually 
offered  as  MS-65  (if  mark  free).  These  are  known  as  “FLS”  on  dealer  computer 

systems  or  fully  lustrous  sliders  (AU-58).  Good  profit  to  be  made,  and  at  bargain  prices. 
Whizzed  coins  are  worth  less.  Especially  examine  portraits  for  the  latter.  Pass  on  such 
material,  unless  the  price  is  very  right. 

Luster  will  range  from  flashy  or  intense  satiny  (which  is  significantly  desirable),  to  the  dull 
satiny.  Pass  on  the  latter  “DS,”  unless  the  price  is  very  right.  There  is  no  way  to  make  this 
kind  of  surface  naturally  alive  or  eye-appealing.  Dipping,  etc.,  will  not  create  the 
desired  result,  but  rather  an  unnatural  shiny  metal  disk  because  the  film  on  the  coin's 
surface  be  it  obverse  and/or  reverse  is  not  removable  without  making  it  look  unnatural. 
The  end  result  is  a  lowering  of  the  coin’s  grade  and  value.  Nevertheless,  there  are  those 
who  prefer  this  condition  to  a  dull  objectionable  Antietam. 
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Strike  seldom,  if  ever,  will  affect  the  grade-value.  Remember  that  the  Antietam’s 
primary  focal  areas  or  critical  locations  where  our  eyes  first  make  visual  impact  should 
flaunt  no  severe  imperfections.  This  refers  to  the  faces  of  Lee  and  McClellan.  Only  a  few 
barely  noticeable  marks  can  be  present  if  the  coin  is  to  be  labeled  MS-65.  Also  required 
are  original  luster,  a  strong  strike  and  no  fine  hairlines.  Bullet  wounds  to  the  face, 
forehead  and  cheekbone  must  be  absent.  The  bridge  should  not  show  its  battle  scars! 
Be  concerned  with  the  location  and  size  of  these  numismatic  negatives  on  both  sides  of 
the  coin  and  their  influence  on  the  coin’s  seductiveness. 

To  date,  no  error  coinage  has  entered  the  marketplace. 

Detecting  counterfeits 

Counterfeit  creations  of  this  issue  do  exist.  Such  pieces  will  possess  that  dull  grayish  look 
or  color.  Surfaces  will  appear  as  if  they  were  submersed  in  a  tarnish  removing  solution 
for  an  extended  length  of  time  or  just  too  many  times,  creating  that  washed  out  lustrous 
look. 

When  I  examine  a  questionable  Antietam  commemorative  half  dollar,  the  first  area 
targeted  is  the  word  “anniversary”,  on  its  reverse.  Should  there  be  present  a  raised 
metal  line  extending  through  the  letters  “ERSAR”,  I  know  immediately  that  the  coin  is 
counterfeit.  A  similar  raised  metal  line  will  be  seen  piercing  the  letters  "TES"  of  “states”, 
diagonally  to  the  eight  o’clock  position  of  Lee’s  cheek  and  on  the  lower  shaft  of  the 
letter  “D”  in  “united”  on  the  obverse.  Small  depressions  can  also  be  noted  above  the  “E” 
of  “the”  and  the  “R”  of  “burnside"  above  the  creek,  as  well  as  near  the  center,  on  the 
right  arch  of  the  bridge. 

Is  your  Antietam  circulated  or  Mint  State? 

Obverse 

Issue  will  show  a  trace  of  wear  on  the  cheekbone  of  General  Lee.  Look  for  possible 
crisscross  scratches  in  this  area.  The  portraits  of  Lee  and  McClellan  are  a  primary  target 
for  the  whizzing  specialists.  Beware  of  the  “aluminum  like”  appearance  in  this  location. 


Reverse 

Wear  will  first  be  observed  on  the  leaves  in  the  upper  central  area  of  the  tree  in  front  of 
the  bridge.  Simply  draw  a  mental  line  across  from  fhe  dot  located  to  the  right  of  the 
letter  M  in  unum  to  the  aforementioned  area  described. 

Related  material 

Issue  was  distributed  in  a  coin  mailer  manufactured  by  J.  N.  Spies,  Watertown,  N.Y.  Front 
page  is  imprinted  with:  “75th  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  antietam  commemorative  half 
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dollar”,  as  well  as  the  sponsor  and  the  names  of  its  coin  committee.  Pages  2  and  4  are 
blank;  page  3  displays  the  five  coin  insert.  Value  the  holder  alone  at  $75  to  $1 25;  with 
mailing  envelope,  $125  to  $250  depending  upon  condition. 
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OF  THE  75th  ANNIVERSARY 


UNITED  STATES  SENATE 

MILLARD  E.  TYDINGS  MARYLAND 
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GEORGE  L.  RADCLIFFE  MARYLAND 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
DAVID  J.  LEWIS  MARYLAND 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 

CHARLES  A.  PLUMLEY  VERMONT 


.^Mission 


COMMEMORATION 
OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  ANTIETAM 


PRESIDENTIAL  APPOINTEES 
HARRY  F.  BYRD  VIRGINIA 

GEN.  MILTON  A.  RECKORD  MARYLAND 

PARK  W.  T.  LOY  MARYLAND 

SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER 


•••  '  -  -■ 

SPONSORING  AGENCY 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

• 

PARK  W.  T,  LOY.  CHAIRMAN 
ANDREW  K.  COFFMAN 
FRANK  S.  LE1TER 
VICTOR  0.  MILLER 
SAMUEL  L  PHILLIPS 
W.  H  SHEALY 
J.  FORNEY  YOUNG 

(board  or  directors) 
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MARYLAND  STATE 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

• 

CHAIRMAN 

ALEXANDER  ARMSTRONG 
CALVERT  BLDG..  BALTIMORE.  MO. 
GEORGE  U.  SHRIVER.  VICE  CHAIRMAN 

CHAIRMAN  EX-OFFICIO 
HON.  HARRY  W.  NICE 
GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND 
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WM.  PRESTON  LANE.  JR. 

HENRY  HOLZAPFEL.  JR. 
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W.  LEE  ELGIN 

HARVEY  S.  BOMBERGER 
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CHARLES  McC.  MATHIAS 
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WM.  F.  BROENING 
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GEORGE  M.  SHRIVER 
GEN.  MILTON  A.  RECKORD 
EMANUEL  G0RF1NE 
PHILLIPS  LEE  GOLDSBORO UGM 
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HEADQUARTERS — 15  E.  WASHINGTON  ST. 
HAGERSTOWN,  MARYLAND 


Historic  Background  of  the 
“Lee  -  McClellan”  -  Antietam 
Commemorative  Half-Dollar 

This  coin  was  authorized  by  a  Special  Act  of  the  75th  Congress  of 
the  United  States  fittingly  to  commemorate  the  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Antietam,  fought  near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland,  south  of  Hagerstown,  on 
September  17,  1862  and  universally  recognized  as  the  bloodiest  one  day  bat¬ 
tle  of  the  War  between  the  States. 

There  between  daylight  and  darkness  on  that  date  approximately 
25,000  Union  and  Confederate  soldiers  fell.  On  the  Confederate  side  was 
world-famed  General  Robert  E.  Lee  and  his  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  op- 


posing  him  was  General  George  B.  McClellan  and  his  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
In  the  last  analysis  the  titanic  struggle  was  one  between  a  great  master  and  his 
brilliant  pupil  for  General  McClellan  had  studied  the  science  of  war  at  West 
Point  under  General  Lee. 

From  the  following  States  came  the  soldiers  that  gave  Antietam  its 
fadeless  glory:  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi;  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  Tennes¬ 
see,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin. 


PRESENTING 


THE  NATIONAL  ANTIETAM  COMMEMORATION  and  TWO  CENTURIES  OF  HISTORICAL  EPISODES 
SEPTEMBER.  1937— WASHINGTON  COUNTY.  MARYLAND 


Antietam  Commemorative  Advertising  Letter  Front 
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DESIGN  OF  THE  COIN 


After  seventy-five  years  the  “Lee-McClellan”  Antietam  Commemora¬ 
tive  Half-Dollar  re-unites  these  two  great  Commanders.  Designed  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Marks  Simpson,  noted  sculptor  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  the  obverse 
side  bears  the  profiles  of  General  Lee  and  General  McClellan — the  reverse, 
the  Burnside  Bridge  for  the  possession  of  which  hours  of  bloody  struggle  en¬ 
sued. 

Because  of  the  appropriateness  of  this  issue,  the  world-wide  fame  of 
General  Lee  and  the  honored  place  General  McClellan  will  always  hold  in  our 
National  History  it  is  the  objective  of  the  sponsoring  agency  that  these  coins 
shall  pass  directly  into  the  hands  of  interested  citizens  and  private  collectors 
thereby  avoiding  the  possibility  of  speculation. 

This  letter  is  therefore  being  addressed  to  all  banks  in  the  United 
States  and  with  which  we  will  be  glad  to  co-operate  in  the  obtainment  of  this 
objective  and  assisting  them  in  securing  directly  from  these  Headquarters  such 
coins  as  their  clients  may  desire. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  coins  will  be  minted  and  ready  for  distribu¬ 
tion  on  or  before  August  l,  1937,  and  will  be  priced  at  $1.65  each,  postage, 
insurance  and  distribution  costs  included.  Upon  remittance  of  the  covering 
payment  and  a  list  of  names  of  the  clients  for  whom  the  coins  are  desired,  we 
will  be  glad  to  make  prompt  shipment  to  you.  Please  make  all  checks  and 
money  orders  payable  to  Washington  County  Historical  Society. 

Appreciating  very  much  your  co-operation  in  this  matter,  I  beg  to 

remain 


Yours  sincerely, 


Park  W.  T.  Loy,  Chairman, 
Board  of  Directors,  Washington 
County  Historical  Society,  and 


Secretary 

United  States  Antietam  Celebration 
Commission. 


Antietam  Commemorative  Advertising  Letter  Back 
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Antietam  Subscription  Form  Outside 
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☆  ☆ 

1937  BATTLE  OF  ANTIETAM 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF-DOLLARS 

Sponsored  by  the  Washington  County  Historical  Society 


THIS  coin  wa3  authorized  by  a  Special 
Act  of  the  76th  Congress  of  the  United 
States  fittingly  to  commemorate  the 
75th  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Antie¬ 
tam,  fought  near  Sharpsburg,  Maryland, 
south  of  Hagerstown,  on  September  17, 
1862  and  universally  recognized  as  the 
bloodiest  one  day  battle  of  the  War  between 
the  States. 

There  between  daylight  and  darkness  on 
that  date  approximately  25,000  Union  and 
Confederate  soldiers  fell.  On  the  Confed¬ 
erate  side  was  world-famed  General  Robert 
E.  Lee  and  his  Army  of  Northern  Virginia; 
opposing  him  was  General  George  B.  Me- 
ClclJan  and  his  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In 
the  last  analysis  the  titanic  struggle  was 
one  between  a  great  master  and  his  bril¬ 
liant  pupil  for  General  McClellan  had  stu¬ 
died  the  science  of  war  at  West  Point  under 
General  Lee. 

From  the  following  States  came  the 
soldiers  that  gave  Antietam  its  fadeless 
glory:  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indi¬ 
ana,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  Michigan,  Maine,  Mississippi, 
Minnesota,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

£ 


After  75  years,  the  “Lee  -  McClellan” 
Antietam  Half-Dollar  re-unites  these  two 
great  Commanders.  Designed  by  William 
Marks  Simpson,  noted  sculptor  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  the  obverse  side  bears  the 
profiles  of  General  Lee  and  General  Mc¬ 
Clellan — the  reverse,  the  Burnside  Bridge 
for  the  possession  of  which  hours  of  bloody 
struggle  ensued. 

Because  of  the  appropriateness  of  this 
issue  the  world-wide  fame  of  General  Lee 
and  the  honored  place  General  McClellan 
will  always  hold  in  our  National  History 
it  is  the  objective  of  the  sponsoring  agency 
that  these  coins  shall  pass  directly  into  the 
hands  of  interested  citizens  and  private  col¬ 
lectors  thereby  avoiding  the  possibility  of 
speculation. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  coins  will  be 
minted  and  ready  for  distribution  on  or  be¬ 
fore  August  1,  1937,  and  because  of  the  al¬ 
ready  evidenced  demand  it  is  suggested  that 
you  forward  your  ordeT  without  delay. 
Park  W.  T.  Loy,  Chairman, 

Board  of  Directors 
Washington  County 
Historical  Society, 
and 
Secretary, 

United  States  Antietam 
Celebration  Commission. 


< 
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Antietam  Subscription  Form  Inside 


Washington  County  Historical 
Society 

Hagerstown,  Maryland 


Return  Postage  Guaranteed 


Contents,  Merchandise 
POSTMASTER :  This  parcel  may 
be  opened  for  Postal  Inspection 
if  Necessary 


Geo*  E«  Cowperthwait 
Cooke  St. 

7/aterbury.  Conn. 


-  4 


*  i&.y 


Antietam  Mailing  Envelope 


75th  Anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of  Antietam 

Commemorative  Half-dollar 


Sponsored  by 

Washington  County  Historical 
Society 

Hagerstown,  Maryland. 


Commemorative  Coin  Committee 
J.  R.  R.  Black,  Chairman 


Hugh  M.  A.rtz 
John  G.  Bower,  Jr. 
John  J.  Fiery 
Wilbur  M.  Fiery 


John  L.  Ford 
R.  D.  McKee 
C.  M.  Potterfield 
J.  Elvin  Unger 


Antietam  Coin  Holder  Outside 
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HAGERSTOWN  AND 
ANTIETAM  BATTLEFIELD 


SEPTEMBER 

4  fir  17 


SEPTEMBER 

4fiH7  » 


Antietam  Commemorative  Multi-Fold  Brochure  Outside 
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AN  HISTORIC  EXPOSITION  OF  IMPRESSIVE  BEAUTY 

Glimpses  of  the  past  and  realisations  of  the  present  ...  ft  review  of  our  culture 
before  and  after  ftntietam  .  .  .  Two  weeks  of  pleasure  and  recreation. 

Beautifully  landscaped  acres  .  .  .  Broad  avenues  and  spacious  buildings  .  .  . 
Picturesque  Paradise  Gardens  teeming  with  wild  life  of  the  region  .  .  .  Sparkling 
nquanum  .  .  .  Gorgeous  view  of  the  gently  rising  Blue  Ridge  Mountains. 

Gigantic  Museum  of  History,  overflowing  with  relics  of  yesteryear  .  .  ftrtistic 
amphitheatre  .  .  .  Carnival  midway  for  the  fun  seekers  .  .  .  Spectacular  parade 
V  '  contests  .  .  .  Household  and  farm  exhibits  .  .  .  Featured  livestock 

snow  .  .  .  beries  of  villages  depicting  the  homelands  of  our  ancestors  .  .  .  The  life 
story  of  industry  and  commerce  told  by  elaborate  displays  .  .  .  Large  travel  build¬ 
ing  setting  forth  the  latest  developments  in  transportation  .  .  .  The  oldest  and 
the  newest  railway  equipment  brought  here  for  your  inspection  .  .  .  Blimp  and 
airplane  demonstrations  overhead. 

NO  ADMISSION  CHftRGE 

For  further  information  address: 

United  States  ftntietam  Celebration  Commission 
45  East  Washington  Street 


Hagerstown,  Maryland 


(PcUh^vT.  t 


Secretary. 


Antietam  Commemorative  Multi-Fold  Brochure  Immediate  Inside 
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Future  Potential  of  the  Battle  of  Antietam  Half  Dollar 

Population  Figures 


Date 

Service 

AU 

58 

MS 

60 

MS 

62 

MS 

63 

MS 

64 

MS 

65 

MS 

66 

MS 

67 

MS 

68 

MS 

69 

1937 

NGC 

4 

0 

20 

87 

459 

888 

630 

147 

17 

2 

1937 

PCGS 

10 

2 

50 

346 

1053 

1400 

1102 

221 

13 

0 

1937 

Combine 

d 

14 

2 

70 

433 

1512 

2288 

1732 

368 

30 

2 

Few  Antietam’s  saw  actual  circulation.  Popular  issue  offered  in  this  grade  are  usually 
cleaned  or  possess  whizzed  surfaces.  No  major  price  spread  between  EF-AU  and  MS-65 
condition.  Even  if  an  estimated  30%  population  deduction  in  grades  MS-64  and  MS-65, 
as  well  as  22%  in  MS-66  —  due  to  resubmissions  and  grading  label  throwaways  —  were 
right  on  the  money,  the  issue  must  be  classified  as  common  in  these  grades.  Slabbing 
census  now  makes  this  quite  apparent.  Acquire  the  above  noted  ratings  only  for  the  joy 
of  collecting.  Howbeit,  continuous  demand  for  the  MS-66  coin  will  make  values  rise. 

At  present,  the  MS-67  specimen  is  the  only  noted  category  which  offers  the  most  future 
potential.  Who  would  not  love  to  own  one  of  those  MS-68  pieces?  Should  one  be  able 
to  afford  this  creation,  it  is  highly  recommended.  Prices  have  range  between  $5,750 
and  $1 9,550!  Personally  thought  the  latter  referenced  coin  was  a  bit  too  dark  -  appeal 
wise.  Howbeit,  its  owner  thought  it  was  fantastic  and  that’s  what  counts. 
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Burnside  Bridge  1862 

Library  of  Congress,  Prints  &  Photographs  Division, 
Upper  Photo:  [LC-B817- 7930]  Lower  Photo:  [LC-B817-7214] 


9? 


Burnside  Bridge  2001 

(Photos  by  G.  Beedon) 


23 


20  Formidable  U.S.  Commemorative  Questions! 
How  many  can  you  answer  correctly? 

By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 

Editor 's  Note : 

Since  most  of  the  questions  are  tough,  we  will  start  with  the  first  ten  questions  for  this  issue  and 
then  run  the  second  ten  questions  in  the  following  issue.  Answers  are  on  the  inside  back  cover. 

1 .  What  issue  depicts  the  busts  of  our  5th  and  6th  Presidents? 

A)  The  1921  Alabama  Centennial  'A  Dollar 

B)  The  1926  Sesquicentenmal  XA  Dollar 

C)  The  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  Vi  Dollar 

D)  The  1991-D  Mount  Rushmore  Golden  Anniversary  l/2  Dollar 

2.  Name  the  individual  who  is  depicted  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  a  commem  half 
dollar  issue. 

A)  President  George  Washington 

B)  Gen.  Dwight  Eisenhower 

C)  Daniel  Boone 

D)  Dr.  John  McLoughlin  (Ft.  Vancouver  Issue) 

E)  Jerry  Lebo 

3.  Name  a  person  who  is  depicted  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  two  different  50c  commem 
issues. 

A)  President  George  Washington 

B)  Daniel  Boone 

C)  President  Thomas  Jefferson 

D)  President  William  McKinley 

E)  Gary  Beedon 

4.  President  Warren  G.  Harding,  our  29th  President  was  supposed  to  attend  the  Motion  Picture 
Historical  Exposition  during  its  second  week.  He  was  to  also  receive  his  1923-S  Monroe 
Doctrine  Centennial  half  dollar.  He  did  not  attend  because: 

A)  Senous  national  problem  had  developed 

B)  He  died  en  route 

C)  He  was  not  too  well  liked  by  the  motion  picture  industry 

D)  He  was  never  scheduled  to  attend 

5.  Almost  all  of  its  entire  production  -247,000  pieces-  was  dumped  into  circulation  because  the 
issue  did  not  sell!  Name  this  creation  of  which  only  approximately  27,000  sold  for  $1  each. 
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A)  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  14  Dollar 

B)  1918  Lincoln  Illinois  Centennial  Vi  Dollar 

C)  1 922  Grant  with  Star  Silver  Vi  Dollar 

D)  1893  Columbian  Vi  Dollar 

E)  1924  Huguenot- Walloon  Tercentenary  Vi  Dollar 

6.  This  individual  was  recommend  to  be  portrayed  on  the  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  obverse 
design.  What  is  his  name? 

A)  Confederate  President  Jefferson  Davis 

B)  President  Warren  G.  Harding 

C)  General  Robert  E.  Lee 

D)  General  "Stonewall"  Jackson 

E)  J.T.  Stanton 

7.  Cite  the  first  US  Commemorative  issue  to  depict  a  rose  as  a  major  part  of  its  design?  Clue: 
The  matriarch  or  woman  who  ruled  this  family  was  named  ROSE. 

A)  1 997  Botanic  Gardens  Dollar 

B)  1995  Special  Olympics  World  Games  Dollar 

C)  1938  New  Rochelle,  NY  Half-dollar 

D)  1992  White  House  Bicentennial  Dollar 

8.  Which  US  Commemorative  Coin  portrays  President  Warren  G.  Harding? 

A)  The  1921  Alabama  Centennial  Vi  Dollar 

B)  The  1936  Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial  Vi  Dollar 

C)  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar 

D)  1 926  Sesquicentennial  Vi  Dollar 

E)  None  of  the  above 

9.  As  authorized  per  Act  of  Congress,  the  1892-1893  up  to  5  million  pieces  of  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  could  be  struck.  Name  the  other  issue  produced  between  1892  and  1982 
that  has  the  same  authorization. 

A)  The  1982  Unc  George  Washington  commem  Vi  Dollar 

B)  The  1946  Booker  T.  Washington  'A  Dollar 

C)  The  1952  Carver  Washington  Vi  Dollar 

D)  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  1/2  Dollar 

E)  The  1946  Iowa  Vi  Dollar 

10.  Cite  the  year,  as  seen  in  Roman  numerals,  on  the  Liberty  Bell  of  the  Sesquicentennial  halt 
dollar  reverse. 


A) 

1776 

B) 

1774 

C) 

1879 

D) 

1753 

E) 

1976 
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a  Counterstamped  1893 

Columbian  Exposition  Half  Dollar 


by  Jerry  Lebo 


“CCC  1933” 
On  half  dollar 

(Photos  by 
Numismatic 
News) 


A  counterstamped  1893  Columbian  Expo 
half  dollar,  apparently  never  before  doc¬ 
umented,  was  in  the  collection  of  my  late 
wife,  Helen  Carmody-Lebo. 

Counterstamped  "CCC  1933,"  the  coin  is 
housed  in  a  3x3-inch  plastic  holder.  Taped 
across  the  holder  is  "Chicago  Coin  Club, 
1893  Columbian  Expo  Counterstamp."  The 
counterstamp  is  on  the  obverse,  opposite 
Columbus'  chin.  The  coin  grades  AU. 

I  questioned  several  dealers  and 
collectors  who  specialize  in  United  States 
commemorative  coins.  Nobody  had  ever 
heard  of  this  counterstamp. 

Unfortunately,  Helen  and  I  never  did  an 
inventory  of  her  collection,  which  consisted 
mainly  of  memorabilia  such  as  envelopes. 


holders,  advertising  circulars  and  the  like. 
She  kept  only  a  handful  of  coins,  including 
the  counterstamped  Columbian. 
Consequently,  I  have  no  idea  how  she  came 
to  possess  this  particular  specimen. 

Wondering  if  this  was  actually  counter- 
stamped  by  the  Chicago  Coin  Club  in  1933, 
I  sent  the  coin  to  the  current  club  president, 
Carl  F.  Wolf. 

"When  it  first  arrived,  I  was  almost  ready 
to  respond  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Chicago  Coin  Club,"  Wolf  wrote.  How¬ 
ever,  I  checked  my  personal  index  to  the 
club's  official  minutes.  I  found  in  the  May 
6, 1933  minutes  the  following:  "Dr.  Skeen 
proposed  that  each  member  of  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club  be  permitted  to  present  two 
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identical  coins.  The  secretary  will  counter- 
stamp  each  in  a  similar  manner,  return  one 
to  the  member  and  retain  the  other  in  the 
club's  cabinet.  The  coins  and  counterstamps 
shall  be  engrossed  in  the  minutes.  This  was 
seconded  and,  after  a  short  discussion,  was 
carried." 

Wolf  said  he  showed  the  coin  to  current 
members  of  the  club. 

"No  records  can  be  found  or  other 
examples  in  catalogs,"  he  said.  "But  we're 
convinced  it's  Chicago  Coin  Club." 

If  indeed  two  identical  coins  were  to  be 
presented  for  counterstamp,  then  it's 
possible  a  second  example  of  the  Colum¬ 
bian  Expo  counters  tamp  is  out  there 


somewhere.  It's  also  possible  other  coin 
denominations  were  counterstamped,  but 
there  apparently  is  no  evidence  to  support 
that  theory. 

As  we  all  know,  the  Columbian  half 
dollar  of  1892  and  1893  was  produced  to  be 
sold  as  a  souvenir  of  the  Columbian 
Exposition  in  Chicago,  along  with  the 
Isabella  quarter.  There  was  no  commemor¬ 
ative  U.S.  coin  produced  for  the  Chicago 
World's  Fair  of  1933  and  1934,  so  a  counter¬ 
stamp  of  the  Columbian  half  might  have 
seemed  at  that  time  to  be  a  logical  project 
for  an  organization  such  as  the  Chicago 
Coin  Club.  * 


NICE  TO  KNOW... 

The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar  was  the  first  U.S.  commemorative  coin  to  include 
“IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.” 

Governor  Thomas  Kilby  of  Alabama  was  the  first  person  to  appear  on  a  U.S.  coin  while 
he  was  still  living. 

Isaac  Scott  Hathaway  was  the  first  black  American  to  design  a  U.S.  coin. 


TALKING  ( ommBmorativ 

What  do  you  see? 


I  see  a  new  Walmart! 
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Topics  Covered  in  Past  Issues  of 
The  Commemorative  Trail 

Albany  1986,  1990,  2006,  2007 
Alabama  1990,  1999 
Alabama  2X2  1989 
Antietam  1985,  1995,  2004 
Arkansas  2000 

Arkansas-Robinson  1985,2000 

Boone  1991,  1998,  1999,  2000,  2009 

Booker  T.  W.  1996,  2003 

Bridgeport  1992,  2007 

Bristoll  999 

Buffalo  Dollar  2001 

California  1986,  1992,  1999 

Captain  Cook  1995 

Capitol  Visitor  Center  2002 

Cincinnati  1986,  1993,  2003 

Civil  War  2006 

Cleveland  2001,  2003 

Columbia  1985,  1986,  1999,  2000 

Columbian  1995,  1997,  1999,  2001, 2003 

Congress  2006 

Connecticut  2002 

Constitution  2006 

Delaware  1991, 2007 

Dolly  Madison  2007 

Edison  2004 

Elgin  1999,  2000,  2002 

Elizabeth  Jones  1990 

Franklin  2006 


Gettysburg  1985,  1988,  1994 

Grant  $1  1985,  1986,  1987,  1999,  2009 

Grant  Half  1994,  1999 

Hawaii  1986, 1994, 1997, 1999,2000 

Hudson  1986,  1995,  2001,  2004 

Huguenot  1999 

Illinois  1998 

Iowa  (TBD) 

Isabella  Quarter  2002 
James  Ferrell  2003 
Jamestown  2006 

Lexington  Concord  1986,  1995,  2000,  2003,  2005 

Lafayette  1989,  1991,  1992,  2001,  2003,  2004 

Larry  Shepherd  1991 

Lincoln  2009 

Louis  &  Clark  1998,  2000 

Louisiana  1997,  1999,  2000,  2005 

Lynchburg  2005 

Maine  1998 

Marcel  Jovine  2003 

Maryland  1999,  2000 

Missouri  1996,  1999 

Modern  Commemoratives  1995,  2000 

Monroe  1998,  1999,  2001 

Mottos  on  Commemoratives  2000 

New  Rochelle  2000 

Norse  1993,  1996,  2002 

Old  Spanish  Trail  1987,  1996,  2003 

Olympics  2005,  2006 

Oregon  Trail  1993,  1999,  2000,  2002,  2004 
Panama  Pacific  Half  Dollar  1994,  1996,  1998,  2001 
Panama  Pacific  Dollar  2001 
Panama  Pacific  Quarter  Eagle  1994,  2001 
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.  Panama  Pacific  $50  1994,  2001 
.  Philippines  2000 
.  Rhode  Island  2000,  2004 
.  Pilgrim  1992,1996,  1998,  2003,  2007 
.  Roanoke  1984,  2003 
.  Rovelstad  2002 
.  Sacagawea  2000 
.  San  Diego  2001 

.  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  1987,  1991,  1994,  2003 
.  Sesquicentennial  gold  1999,  2000 
.  Sesquicentennial  Half  1999,  2000 
.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  2003 
.  Special  Olympics  2006 
.  St.  Gaudens  2000 

.  Stone  Mountain  1997,  1999,  2000,  2002 
.  Tab  Toning  2007 
.  Texas  1985,  1999,2000,  2009 
.  United  States  Marine  Corp  2005 
.  Vancouver  1995,  1999,  2000 
.  Vermont  1986,1999,2000 
.  Washington  Carver  1996,  2003 
.  Washington  (George)  1992,  2006 
.  West  Point  2002 
.  Willem  the  Silent  2003 
.  Wisconsin  2002 
.  York  2008 


NOTE: 

For  copies,  please  contact  our  SUSCC  Publication  Historian,  Clark  Fogg,  at 
cfoqq@beverlvhills.org 

Clark  may  be  missing  some  of  the  early  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 
Contact  him  if  you  have  any  extras  for  him. 
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COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS 

ALL  CHOICE  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED 


PAY 

SELL 

PAY 

SELL 

1893 

Isabella  25c  . 

$62.00 

$72.50 

1923  Monroe 

....  11.00 

13.00 

1900 

Lafayette  $  _ 

.135.00 

160.00 

1938  New  Rochelle 

..._  45.00 

52.00 

1921 

Alabama 

...  38.00 

42.50 

1936  Norfolk 

42.00 

49.00 

1921 

Alabama  2x2  . 

42.00 

49.76 

Type  Oregon 

10.50 

12.25 

1936 

Albany  . . 

38.00 

42.50 

1926-S  Oregon 

10.50 

12.25 

1937 

Antietam 

.  62.00 

70.00 

1928  Oregon 

12.00 

14.75 

Type 

Arkansas  _ _ _ 

...  8.50 

10.00 

1 933-1  >  Oregon  _ 

......  30.00 

35.09 

1935 

Ark.  Set  _ _ 

....  26.00 

30.00 

1934-1)  Oregon  . 

12.00 

14.75 

1936 

Ark.  Set  _ _ _ 

...  26.00 

30.00 

1936  Oregon 

10.50 

12.25 

1937 

Ark.  Set  _ _ 

...  26.00 

30.00 

1936-S  Oregon  _ 

14. (K) 

16.50 

1938 

Ark.  Set  . . 

....  50.00 

58.50 

1937-1)  Oregon  - - 

......  10.50 

12.25 

1939 

Ark.  Set  . . . . 

...220.00 

250.00 

1938  Oregon  Set  _ 

......  31.50 

36.75 

1936 

Bay  Bridge  . 

...  17.00 

20.00 

1939  Oregon  Set  . . 

.  90.00 

115.00 

Type 

Boone  . . . 

....  10.00 

11.50 

1916  Pan  Pacific  . . 

...  62.00 

70.00 

1934 

Boone 

11.00 

14.50 

8.00 

10.00 

1935 

Boone  Set  . 

32.00 

38.00 

1921  Pilgrim  .  .... 

.  12.00 

18.50 

1935 

Boone  Set,  Sm.  34  ... 

.210.00 

240.00 

Type  Rhode  Island  . 

....  12.50 

15.00 

1936 

Boone  Set  . . 

....  30.00 

36.00 

1936  Rhode  Island  Set  .. 

37.50 

45.00 

1937 

Boone  Set  _ _ _ 

.120.00 

140.00 

1937  Roanoke  . . . 

....  18.00 

21.00 

1938 

Boone  Set  _ 

.220.00 

250.00 

1936  Robinson  . 

.  16.00 

19.00 

1936 

Bridgeport  . 

....  17.00 

20.00 

1935  San  Diego  . . 

.  11.00 

14.00 

1925 

California  . . . 

18.00 

21.00 

1936  San  Diego  . _ . 

12.00 

15.00 

Type 

Cincinnati  _ _ 

.  100.00 

115.00 

1926  Sesqui.  . . 

......  10.00 

12.75 

1936 

Cincinnati  Set  _ 

300.00 

345.00 

1936  Spanish  Trail 

.  165.00 

185.00 

1936 

Cleveland  . . . 

...  15.00 

17.00 

1925  Stone  Mt, 

......  6.25 

7.25 

Type 

Columbia  . 

....  25.00 

30.00 

Type  Texas  .  . . 

.  12.00 

14.00 

1936 

Columbia  Set  _ 

....  75.00 

90.00 

1934  Texas  _ _ _ 

.  12.50 

15.00 

1892 

Columbian 

....  4.00 

6.00 

1935  Texas  Set  _ _ 

.  37.00 

42.00 

1893 

Columbian  _ 

...  2.50 

4.00 

1936  Texas  Set  . 

......  37.00 

42.00 

1935 

Connecticut  . . 

...  34.00 

40.00 

1937  Texas  Set  _ _ 

...  38.00 

43.00 

1936 

Delaware 

....  34.00 

40.00 

1938  Texas  Set  . . 

.  85.00 

105.00 

1936 

Elgin  .....  . 

....  25.00 

30.00 

1925  Vancouver 

66.00 

76.00 

1936 

Gettysburg  . . 

..  31.00 

36.00 

1927  Vermont  . 

...  25.00 

30.00 

1922 

Grant  _ _ 

..  15.00 

17.75 

2.00 

3.00 

1922 

Grant  with  Star  _ 

...  90.00 

115.00 

1946  B.T.W.  Set  _ 

.  7.00 

9.00 

1928 

Hawaiian  . . 

375.00 

425.00 

1947  B.T.W.  Set  _ _ 

......  10.00 

14.00 

1935 

Hudson  . . 

...170.00 

190.00 

1948  B.T.W.  Set  _ 

.  16.00 

21.60 

1924 

Huguenot  _ _ 

..  18.00 

22.00 

1949  B.T.W.  Set  _ 

......  30.00 

37.50 

1946 

Iowa  ... _ _ 

....  17.00 

20.00 

1959  B.T.W.  Set  _ 

. .  25.00 

31.60 

1925 

Lexington  . . . 

....  9.00 

11.50 

1951  B.T.W.  Set  _ 

......  22.00 

28.00 

1918 

Lincoln  . . . 

....  16.00 

19.00 

Type  Wash. -Carver  . . 

......  1.50 

2.50 

1936 

Long  Island 

....  12.50 

15.00 

1951  Wash.-Carver  ....  ... 

.  8.00 

10.76 

1936 

Lynchburg  . . 

...  25.00 

30.00 

1952  Wash.-Carver  . 

13.00 

18.00 

1920 

Maine  . . . 

....  18.00 

22.00 

1953  Wash.-Carver  . . 

.  15.00 

20.00 

1934 

Maryland 

....  26.00 

31.00 

1954  Wash.-Carver  . . 

.  8.50 

11.00 

1921 

Missouri  _ 

100.00 

120.00 

1936  Wisconsin  _ _ 

.  23.00 

26.60 

1921 

Missouri  2*4  . 

.105.00 

125.00 

1936  York  . . . 

..  19.00 

22.50 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  WITH  3-DAY  RETURN  PRIVILEGE. 
Orders  under  $25.00  please  add  50c  for  postage  and  insurance. 


COURT  COIN  COMPANY 

Harold  Whiteneck 
Full  time  dealer  since  1941 

DEPT.  SB 

40  Court  Street  Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 
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Answers  to  the  First  Ten  Questions 


By  xAnthony  J.  Swiatek 

1.  (C)  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  Vz  Dollar 

2.  (C)  Daniel  Boone  on  the:  1921  Missouri  Centennial  half  dollars 

3.  (B)  Again,  its  Daniel  Boone  on  the  1921  Missoun  Centennial  half  dollars, 
1934-1938  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dollars. 

4.  (B)  He  died  en  route  to  the  Exposition. 

5.  (A)  The  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  Vz  dollar 

6.  (B)  President  Warren  G.  Harding  bust  was  suggested  as  the  main  obverse 
design.  The  phrase  "In  memory  of  Warren  G.  Harding,  President  of  the  United 
States"  was  to  be  included  in  the  coin's  obverse  inscription.  Neither  of  the 
said  occurred.  One  of  design  changes  removed  the  noted  inscription. 

7.  ( B )  The  1995  Special  Olympics  World  Games  Dollar  whose  obverse  portrays 
Eunice  Kennedy  Shnver  is  the  first  coin  to  depict  a  ROSE  on  any  U.S.  commem 
struck  from  1892-2002. 

8.  (E)  President  Warren  G.  Harding  was  never  depicted  on  any  US  commem  com. 

9.  (D)  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  issue  has  the  same  authorization.  So  did  the 
BTW  issue  when  authonzed  -but  the  choice  given  was  only  the  1946  issue. 

10.  (D)  1753. 


Iced  Tea  and  the  I  704  World's  Fair  in  Sr,  Louis 


Back  in  1904,  at  the  World's  Fair  held  in  St.  Louis,  tea  dealer  Richard  Blechynden  brought  some 
black  tea  from  India  to  introduce  to  America.  It  was  a  hot,  sweltering  day  at  the  fair  and  the  visitors 
were  not  drinking  the  tea. 

Blechynden  himself  was  thirsty  and  wanted  to  cool  off.  He  proceeded  to  pour  the  hot  tea  over  ice 
cubes  so  that  the  drink  would  cool  him  off.  And  viola,  iced  tea  was  born.  Many  fairgoers  refreshed 
themselves  with  the  new  drink,  and  iced  tea  soon  spread  throughout  the  southern  states  and  then 

the  western  states. 
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SOCIETY EO%V.S.  COMMEMO^TIVE  COWS 
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A  Not-for-Profit  Corporation 


ANA  Club  Member  C-1 123580  Since  1984 


President . Anthony  Swiatek 

E-mail:  USCOINGURU@aol.com 

Vice  President .  Gregory  Mirsky 

E-mail:  GRS918@aol.com 

Editor  &  Secretary  . . . Gary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Treasurer . Mary  Beedon 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 

Publication  Historian  . Clark  Fogg 

E-mail:  cfogg@beverlyhills.org 

ANA  Club  Representative . David  Provost 

E-mail:  ? 

WEB  Master . David  Provost 


Are  You  Moving?  Please  send  us  your  new  address! 


SUSCC  Mailing  Address: 

Gary  Beedon 

P.O.  Box  2335 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 

E-mail: 

beedon(2)earthlink.net 

Telephone: 

(714)  963-6138 

Web  site:  ? 

Money  Mailer  Direct  Response,  LLC,  Savannah,  GA 
prints  The  Commemorative  Trail. 
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Membership  Application 

Society  for  V.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

Annual  Dues  (USA):  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  Number  or  E-mail 

Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 

Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


